
Sir John Skrene, Richard of Gloucester and 
Queens' College, Cambridge 

ANNE F. SUTTON 

IT IS WELL KNOWN that Richard III and Queen Anne made substantial grants, 
largely from her inherited lands, to Queens' College, Cambridge.1  So great were 
they that the College was renamed in honour of the dying queen as the College of 
Queen Anne, Saint Margaret and Saint Bernard.2  Earlier grants had been made 
by Richard as duke of Gloucester in 1477 for a chantry to pray for five named 
`friends and lovers' who had died at Barnet, Tewkesbury 'or at any other feldes or 
jorneys', his ancestors, and for Elizabeth Howard, Countess of Oxford, whose 
manor of Fowlmere was the major endowment.3  At the same time Richard also 
facilitated another grant from the estate of Sir John Skrene, who had been his liege-
man and paid homage to him for the manor of Olmstead Hall, part of the lordship 
of Castle Camps, a de Vere lordship in Richard's hands.4  Skrene was a fellow 
veteran of Tewkesbury, when he had been knighted, and was closely associated 
with the de la Pole household where he and Richard might have met. He was to 
be killed in a brawl of his own making at a de la Pole manor in 1474. 

Sir John Skrene inherited an estate bought by his great-grandfather, William 
Skrene, originally of Ireland, who trained at Clifford's Inn, flourished as a 
lawyer and received the rank of serjeant at law in 1396.5  William Skrene made an 

I am most grateful to Dr Linda Clark of the History of Parliament for reading this article and adding 
greatly to its accuracy and detail from her knowledge of the personnel; she also facilitated access to the 
biographies of several MPs for the volume Commons 1421-6I under construction, the work of Drs Charles 
Moreton and David Grummitt. Dr Moreton has been kind enough to discuss points with me and Dr 
James Ross of the National Archives has greatly helped me with his specialised knowledge. The faults that 
remain are my own. I am also grateful to Dr R.A.W. Rex, Archivist of Queens' College, Cambridge and 
Ms Karen Begg, the Librarian, who facilitated the use of the illustrations, Dr Suzanne Jenks who searched 
her indexes of legal sources for Skrene, and to Mrs Wendy Moorhen, who formatted the pedigree. I am 
also grateful for the courtesy and help of staff of the Manuscripts Dept of Cambridge University Library, 
Cambridgeshire Records Office and Bury St Edmunds Records Office. The spelling of place names has 
been modernised where possible. 

2  Cambridge University Library (CUL), Queens' College Archives (QC), Book 41 'Leases', f. 15. 
3  CPR/476-4, p. 34. A.F. Sutton and L. Visser-Fuchs, `"As dear to him as the Trojans were to Hector": 

Richard III and the University of Cambridge', Richard III and East Anglia, ed. L. Visser-Fuchs, Richard 
III Society 2010, esp. 12o-3o, and W.G. Searle, The History of the Queens' College of St Margaret and St 
Bernard 1446-1662, Cambridge Antiquarian Society, 2 VO1S, vols 9, 13 (1867, 1871), vol. 1, pp. 87-92. 

4  Covered briefly, Victoria County History (VCH), County of Cambridge and the Isle of Ely, vol. 6, ed. 
A.P.M. Wright, Oxford 1978, p. 41; Queens' sold the property in 1920. This article attempts to set the 
bequest out in more detail. Searle, Queens' College, does not mention this bequest in its proper place, it is 
not indexed, and the bequest appears to have escaped his attention. 

5  Licensed to remain in England for life, CPR 1391-96, p. 486. Last reference to him as serjeant 1421. 
J.H. Baker, The Order of Seijeants at Law, Selden Society Supplementary Series 5 (1984), p. 159 and n, 16o, 
257, 537; which adds Tyehall manor in Roxwell parish to his properties. R. Somerville, History of the Duchy 
of Lancaster 1265-1603, London 1953, p. 45o. 
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Sir John Skrene, Richard of Gloucester and Queens' College, Cambridge 

advantageous marriage to Alice, daughter of Sir William Rickhill, Justice of the 
Common Pleas, who had wealthy contacts in the city of London, from many of 
whom the serjeant undoubtedly benefited.6  William and Alice had at least two 
sons, William and Thomas, on whom the serjeant intended to settle all the lands 
bought with his large profits as a lawyer.7  His earliest acquisition may have been 
the manor of Great Finborough and the neighbouring manors of Cantelowes and 
Onehouse, all in the parish of Great Finborough, Suffolk, in 1389-90.8  He 
bought lands in Writtle, Essex, probably in 1398, and settled there.9  The family 
name `Skrenes' came to be associated with a manor in the parish of Roxwell, near 
Chelmsford. Their mansion lay on the left side of the road from Roxwell to 
Shellow, a mile beyond the church.1° All these lands were destined for his son 
William. In 1400 Skrene bought the manor of Olmstead Hall from Clement 
Spice; this was to be the future endowment of Queens', and meanwhile was to 
be part of the lands bestowed on his son, Thomas." He also acquired properties 
from William Chertsey in Great and Little Leighs, Felsted, and nearby, in Essex 
in 1399 and 1400, and another complex estate of several messuages, meadow, 
wood and 'land' in 1408 and 1411 in Stanford Rivers, including the manor of 
Berwicks. '2  All of these properties were to be granted to his son William in 

6  The House of Commons 1386-1421, ed. J. Roskell, L. Clark and C. Rawcliffe, 4 vols, Stroud 1992, vol. 
4, pp. 2I0-11: William Rickhill of Ifield, Kent, (d. after 1447), one of Alice's 4 brothers; it was his daughter, 
Rose, who married Edward Lemsey and had a son, John (heir of his grandfather William by 5460), and, 
it must be assumed, the Edward who was to claim some of Sir John Skrene's estate in 1475 as his mother's 
heir. See also Commons1421-61: John Rickhill (d.i431) another brother, by David Grummitt, forthcoming, 
and CCR 1454-6r, pp. 477-78, 485-86, and CCR 1461-67, pp. 68-69. 

7  It is, however, possible that he had another son, also called William, who was dead by 1409. In 1408 
William Skrene the younger and Margaret his wife received a messuage and land in Felsted, and Great and 
Little Leighs, Essex, to them and heirs, from Wiliam the elder, holding by the rent of a rose; with reversion 
to William the elder and his heirs, Essex Feet of Fines, 4 vols, ed. R.E.G. Kirk et al, Essex Archaeological 
Society, Colchester 1899-1964, vol. 3, p. 25o no 176; and this was cancelled on 22 Oct. 1409 when Margaret, 
late wife of William Skrene the younger, daughter of Richard Gylle, quitclaimed to William Skrene the 
elder and his heirs etc., all lands in Great and Little Leighes and Felsted, Essex, called Mulshams and 
`Fairwode'; witnessed by Clement Spice among others, CCR14oy r3, p. 67. Another possible explanation 
is to give Wiliam the son another wife and a divorce. 

In Stow Hundred less than 3 miles from Stowmarket. Calendar of the Feet of Finesfor the County of 
Suffolk, ed. W Rye, Ipswich 1900, p. 263 13 Richard II no. 12. W.A. Copinger, The Manors of Suffolk, 
7 vols, London 1905—i1, vol. 6, pp. 171, 178, is confused. 

9  Essex Feet of Fines, vol. 3, p. 230, no. 472: 1398 Skrene acted with his regular feoffee, Richard 
Gybonne; sum mentioned 100 marks (£6613s 4d). 

10  In Chelmsford Hundred and presumably part of the purchase cited in n. 9 above. The parish of 
Roxwell held the manors of Skrenes, Tye-Hall, Mounteneys, Dukes, and Newland-Hall, all at some time 
associated with the the Skrenes. P. Morant, History and Antiquities of the County of Essex, 2 vols, London 
1768, vol. 2, pp. 69-75 and esp. p. 7o: the mansion of Skrenes had been rebuilt shortly before Morant or 
his fellow researcher William Holman (d. 1730) wrote this account. 

TNA, PRO, Feet of Fines, 1 Henry IV, CP/25/1/30/92 no 4; Clement Spice was the 'donor% sum 
mentioned too silver marks. For later details see below. 

12  Essex Feet ofFines, vol. 3, p. 231, no. 479, p. 232 no 3, and p. 255 no. 221; sums mentioned £200 and 
100 marks. VCH, County of Essex, ed W. Page et al., so vols, Oxford and London 1903-2001, vol. 4, p. 213, 
under Stanford Rivers. 
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1419.13  William was also to receive the manor of Chambers in Epping parish." 
Thomas received a complex collection of lands, tenements and interests which 
included the manors of Halfhide, Holmeleys and Bromesend in the parish of 
Stevenage in Broadwater Hundred, Hertfordshire, bought by the serjeant from 
a John Chertsey in 14o8—o9; of this the abbot of Westminster was overlord.15  The 
manor of Mulsham Hall in the parish of Great Leighs in Chelmsford Hundred 
was apparently granted by the serjeant to Thomas; it was held of the priory of St 
John of Jerusalem.16  Another messuage and land, bought by the serjeant in 1409, 
in Chaldwell, East and West Tilbury and Little Thurrock from John Quinton 
and his wife, Joan,17  rounded out William's holdings in this area of Essex. 

In the early 142os Serjeant William Skrene died. He and his wife, Agnes Rickhill, 
were recorded by a brass in Writtle Church, which no longer survives.18  The ser-
jeant was survived by his sons, William and Thomas, and also by a daughter, 
Margaret, about whom nothing has been discovered. Thomas apparently never 
married. William's first wife is unknown.19  He married his second wife in 1419, 
Alice, daughter of John Tyrell, Speaker of the Commons in several parliaments 

13  12 Oct. 1419 John Skrene enfeoffed William Skrene the younger and Alice his wife, daughter of John 
Tyrell, and William's heirs, with remainder to Thomas, brother of William and his heirs and then to 
Margaret, sister of Thomas and her heirs, with remainder to William the elder and his heirs, in all lands 
etc, in Stanford Rivers, Ongar, Matching, Bobbingworth, Stapleford, Chaldwell, Orsett, West Tilbury 
and Little Thurrock. CCR 1419-22, pp. 54-55• All duly passed to Sir John Skrene, VCH, Essex, vol. 4, p. 
213, under Stanford Rivers. 

14  Serjeant Skrene acquired the manor of Chambers from Edmund Chambers in the half-hundred of 
Waltham, Essex, C 140/55/42 no. 8 (Om of Sir John Skrene). It duly passed to Sir John and ended with the 
Harper family, VCH, Essex, vol. 5, pp. 120-21. 

15  The Chertseys retained remainder rights in these manors and other lands in Stevenage and so recov-
ered the property after Sir John's death, see his ipms below no 6, and VCH, County of Hertford ed. W. 
Page, Oxford 1902-14, vol. 3, p. 143. A lease from Thomas Skrene of land in Shephall and Stevenage, 1442, 
Catalogue ofAncient Deeds (CatAD), vol. 1, B3258, suggests that many more deeds ended up in chancery 
than now survive. 

16  Morant, Essex, vol. 2, pp. 7o, 97. 
17  Essex Feet of Fines, vol. 3, p. 251 no 184; sums mentioned zo marks. 
18  For a last reference to him as a serjeant in 1421, see n. 5 above. VCH, Camb., vol. 6, p. 41, misdates 

his death citing CatAD, vol. 3, D899, by which John Skrene and Richard Gybonne released to William 
Skrene the elder all their rights in manor of Olmstead Hall and all lands in the towns of Olmstead, Camps 
and Bumpstead Helion in Cambs. and Essex, and all their right in all messuages and lands in Shephall, 
Halfhide, Stevenage, Homeleys, Knebworth, Datchworth and Aston, Herts., 12 Dec. 4 Henry V [1416], 
misread as 4 Henry VI [1425]. Brass seen by Lancaster Herald before 1613, M. Christy, W.W. Porteous and 
E.B. Smith, 'Some interesting Essex brasses, Transactions of the Essex Archaeological Society (EAS), ns, vol. 
9 (1906), p. 48: Hic facet Willelmus Skrene et Agnes uxor eius, no date. Her name comes from the Chancery 
answer, C 1/55/159, see below. 

18  It seems certain William Skrene had an earlier son, John, born about 140o, who appeared regularly 
in deeds. It is worth noting one deed which presents certain problems over the number of John Skrenes: 
on 12 May 1438, John Skrene 'the elder' [sic] granted to Thomas Skrene, William Paston, John Feriby and 
John Lee, his estate in Roxwell Hall, Nountenesh"Mounteneys] and Dukes with lands etc in the towns 
and hamlets of Writtle, `Shelewe', Willingale, Good Easter, High Easter, Rothing', 'Bernes', Chaldwell 
and `Mashbury', Essex, to hold to the heirs of Thomas Skrene, TNA, PRO, E 210/4364. See also the deed 
of 1417 re Olmstead in n. 67 below which includes a John Skrene. 
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Sir John Skrene, Richard of Gloucester and Queens' College, Cambridge 

(died 1422), by his first wife, Alice Coggeshall. Alice was the widow of a member 
of the Strange family, probably Hamo, and was to retain this high status surname 
for the rest of her life. Alice's oldest brother was Thomas Tyrell of Heron in East 
Horndon, Essex (died 1477), and a younger brother was William Tyrell of Gipping, 
father of five sons of whom the best known is Sir James and another was Edward, 
both of whom were to figure largely in the life of their first cousin once removed, 
Sir John Skrene.2° Alice Tyrell was the mother of William Skrene's heir, John. 

William died 31 July 1431, and all his extensive property became the dower of 
his widow, Alice. The inquests post mortem on William and his lands were only 
precipitated by the death of his son, John, on 4 July 1452. Those that survive were 
held at Stowmarket, Suffolk, and Harlow, Essex, before the escheators, William 
Tyrell esquire (Suffolk), who was John's uncle, and Nicholas Condorowe (Essex), 
on 3o September and 9 October 1452, respectively. John's infant son, John, the 
future knight, was declared the heir. They recorded that William had held no lands 
in south-east Suffolk, and that his widow Alice 'Strange' held all his lands in Essex. 
She also held the manor of Great Finborough and the nearby lesser manors in 
Suffolk, the manor of Wares in Good Easter in Dunmowe Hundred, held of St 
Martin le Grand, London, of which Great Easter was a prebend, the manors of 
Mountneys and Dukes, and a tenement called Series in Roxwell, of which the 
Stafford dukes of Buckingham held the overlordship.21  Unsurprisingly, Alice 
attracted another husband, Thomas Pigot of Starston, Norfolk, who became 
known as esquire of Roxwel1.22  

It was in 1446 that John Skrene, father of the knight, married Philippa, one of 
the five daughters of John Hampden of Great Hampden, Buckinghamshire, 
several times sheriff of his county and Bedfordshire (died 1458). Part of John's step-
mother's dower lands were used as a settlement for the couple, and Alice's new 
husband, Thomas Pigot, was a party.23  John and Philippa apparently had two sons 

20 For the date of the marriage of Alice Tyrell, see n. 13. Commons 1386-1421, vol. 4, pp. 683-86: Speaker 
John Tyrell. Alice's parentage and marital career was confused with that of Alice, daughter of Nicholas 
Beman esq. who married John L'Estrange or Strange and had a son, Roger (d. 1436), by F. Blomefield, An 
Essay towards a Topographical History of the County ofNorftlk, it vols, London 1805-1o, vol. 10, p. 317, 
repeated by Copinger, Manors ofSuffilk, vol. 6, p. 71. The biogs of John Strange (2'd son of Alice Beman-
Strange) by C. Moreton elucidates this Alice's marital career, Commons1421-61, forthcoming and see ipms 
of John Strange esq. d. 1468, TNA, C 140/25/34 and of John Strange d. 1436, C 139/82/52, and W. Rye, 
Norfolk Families, no place or date, pt t, Le Strange, P. 479. 

21  The spins of William and John Skrene of1452: TNA, PRO, C 139/145, nos 5,6, record the properties 
of Alice's dower as property in Chaldwell with appurtenances in Orsett, West Tilbury, Little Thurrock, 
two messuages in Stanford Rivers called Berwicks and Caunes, with appurtenances in Ongar, Matching, 
Bobbingworth and Stapleford. The heirs to the lands then held by Alice were the heirs of William, her 
husband, and failing them, his brother Thomas and his heirs, and thereafter their sister Margaret and her 
heirs, and thereafter to the right heirs ofWilliam Skrene the elder [the serjeant] which may be considered sig-
nificant for the decisions made in chancery after Sir John's death. And see Morant, Essex, vol. 2, pp. 70, 
459. 

22  Blomefield, Norfolk, vol. 5, p. 345: Picot or Pigot, where he also acknowledges Alice as a Tyrell. 
23  Her name is given in C 1/55/161, see below. G. Lipscombe, History and Antiquities of the County of 

Buckingham, 4 vols, London 1847, vol. 2, p. 232-23; misread as Sterne. The date 1446 for the Hampden 
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both called, John, the elder of whom died less than a year old, and the second, 'our 
hero', who survived.24  The future Sir John inherited his estate at the age of one 
and a half years on the death of his father on 4 July 1452.25  His mother Philippa 
Hampden was presumably still alive and held the property settled on her and John 
at their marriage,26  and while her son was an infant she would have had him in 
her care. On 4 March 1460 John's grandmother, Alice, died and her substantial 
dower became his.27  Only five days later, on 9 March 1460, his wardship and lands 
were committed to Sir Peter Ardern, Justice of Common Pleas and Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer, who saw the boy (now aged about ten) as a suitable future 
husband for his daughter, Elizabeth. It is possible that a formal betrothal was 
entered into at this time. Certainly Ardern went to great trouble and expense to 
recover at least one manor of the boy's which went astray during his minority.28  
In March 1466 John also became the heir of his great-uncleThomas, who had died 
without issue,29  Ardern speedily added Thomas's lands to his portfolio for a 
payment of forty marks. Ardern's sureties for this second transaction were Richard 

marriage is suggested by the fine of 1446: Sir Thomas Tyrell, John Hampden [Philippa's father], Edmund 
Hampden [her uncle], Drugo Barentyne [a marriage connection of the Hampdens, Lipscombe, vol. 2, p. 
233 n. 2], Richard Alrede, John Grene and Robert Malory [local landowners] (pl.), Thomas Pigot and 
Alice, his wife, and John Skrene and Philippa his wife (def.), manors of Langhouse [often Longhouse] and 
Caunes and various lands in Stanford Rivers, Ongar, Matching, Bobbingworth and Shellow. Pigot, Alice 
and Skrene quitclaimed the same to the plaintiffs and the heirs of Thomas, and for this the plaintiffs 
granted the same to John and Philippa and their heirs with remainders to Alice and her heirs by William 
and the right heirs of John Skrene, Essex Feet of Fines, vol. 4, p. 36 no. 247. The ipm of Sir John Skrene (C 
140/ 50/42, no. 7 (very faded)) recites this fine and records that Thomas Tyrell 'cousin and heir of John 
Skrene esq.' had now entered the property, and he died holding  the messuage or manor of Longhouse in 
Chaldwell parish, Morant, Essex, vol. r, p. 231, and Commons 1421-61: Sir Thomas Tyrell of Heron (d. 
1477), by C. Moreton, forthcoming. I am grateful to Dr Moreton for discussing  this ipm with me. 

24  A pedigree which details the two sons, TNA, PRO, Chancery Miscellanea C 47/37/5,  no. 46 (an 
unpublished item of the Stonor Papers), also mentions that John died without issue and married an Ardern 
(and that he had a sister 'Crystian'?); burial expenses of Mrs Elizabeth Hampden follow at no. 47. Philippa's 
father was half-brother to Thomas Stonor I, and Thomas, her brother, wrote two of the Stonor Letters, 
Stonor Letters and Papers, ed C.L. Kingsford, viols, Camden Society 1919, vol. 1, letters 75-76. 

25  TNA, PRO, C 139/145/6, ipm of John Skrene, held at Harlow, Essex. 
26  Her brother's answer, C 1/55/161, does not make it clear if and for how long  she survived her husband 

(see below n. 57). 
27  Ipm of Alice 'Strange', TNA, PRO, C 139/177/41. 
28  Chief Baron 1448-62. CFR 1452-61, pp. 249, 265. Ardern made a habit of acquiring  the care of lands 

and wards, see e.g. CFR 1437-45,  pp. 48, 68-69, 159-6o; and CFR/445-52, p. 253: the property of John 
`Enfeld' in Essex, when Ardern used sureties who included a man from Latton, Essex, And see below for 
Thomas Bibbesworth and John Bohun. Elizabeth later claimed their betrothal occurred about 1461 while 
describing  her father's activities concerning  the manor of Onehouse, C 1/55/165-66, 168, 17o, see n. 57 
below. 

29  Several ipms survive for Thomas: at Harlow, Essex, Thursday '3o' [sic; recce 27?] March 1466 re manor 
of Mulsham in the towns of Great and Little Leighs and Felsted, which he had been granted by his father 
the serjeant (his co-grantees were now all dead); at Ware, Herts, on Palm Sunday 3o March 1466 re manor 
of Holmeleys with appurtenances in Stevenage and Shephall;  and at Babraham, Cambs., Monday 31 March 
1466 re manor of Olmstead Hall with appurtenances in towns of Bumpstead Helion and Camps, TNA, 
PRO, C 140/20/25  (5 dots). 

28 



SirJohn Skrene, Richard of Gloucester and Queens' College, Cambridge 

Pernell and John Mille, both described as gentlemen of London; Pernell was an 
attorney of Essex and continued to be active over the Skrene estate in the 147os 
(see below).30  Ardern was well connected in the law: his relative, John Ardern, was 
connected by marriage to the Catesbys, and Brian Roucliffe, Baron of the 
Exchequer, was his cousin — these connections explain his daughter Elizabeth's skill 
at finding herself husbands from the legal fraternity. Although originally of 
Yorkshire where he held some land in the Forest of Galtres, Ardern's main interests 
focused on Essex, having acquired a considerable interest in the two manors of the 
parish of Latton, near Harlow, before 1446 (Latton Hall and Latton Merks); of the 
first his ward, Thomas Bibbesworth, owned half.3' 

After his infancy was over, John Skrene joined Ardern's household where his 
companions seem to have included the young husband of Elizabeth's elder sister, 
Anne, John Bohun (of age by 1464),32  and certainly Ardern's other ward, Thomas 
Bibbesworth, five years older than Skrene, who was to become a particular friend, 
and a Robert Bibbesworth, possibly a younger brother. Another close associate of 
lower status in the household was Christopher Piper, who was to be singled out 
for an annuity by Skrene in his will (see below). The household was a cultivated 
one and full of expensive furnishings. Ardern saw that his wards were taught Latin 
and trained in military skills. If and when they graduated from his household to 
another higher up the social scale is not certain, but from evidence in Skrene's own 
will this may have been the household of John, the second duke of Suffolk, who 
was overlord of one of Skrene's manors. 

In 1466 when Ardern secured John's second inheritance from his great-uncle he 
was about sixteen, and he and Elizabeth Ardern were married before Peter Ardern 
made his will on 21 February 1467 (Elizabeth claimed in 1475 they had been 
married over thirteen years which puts her betrothal around 1461). All Ardern's 
wards and his daughters received very specific bequests in his will and he seems to 
have been fond of the young husbands he had bought for his daughters. John 
Bohun, 'my son', received Ardern's own sword and dagger, his own saddle covered 
with red, his best `habergeowne' and best trotting horse, his copy of Boethius' 

30  CFR 1461-71, p. 186: zo May 1466. John Mille was to receive a bequest of Ardern's violet gown furred 
with marten (see below) and for Pernell, attorney of the Common Pleas, see J.H. Baker, 'The attorneys 
and officers of the common law in 1480', Journal of Legal History, vol. s (1980), p. 199. 

31  E. Foss, Judges of England London 187o, p. 16. Somerville, Duchy of Lancaster, p. 425. E.W. Ives, 
Common Lawyers ofPre-Reformation England Cambridge 1983,  pp. 384-85,  who suggests John Ardern was 
Peter's son, but if so he was long since dead and not in Peter's will; his brother Thomas, rector of Much 
Haddon, Herts, canon of St Paul's, etc (d. 1471) was an executor. Testamenta Eboracensia, ed. J. Raine, 6 
vols, Suttees Society, 1836-1902, vol. 4, pp. 102-7 on Roucliffes. For Latton, Morant, Essex, vol. 2, p. 487: 
the Bibbesworths held this from 1353. 

32  John Bohun was grandson and heir of Sir William Estfeld, mayor of London (d. 1447) by his daugh-
ter Margaret and Sir Humphrey Bohun of Midhurst. From Estfeld he inherited the manor of Netherhall 
in Gilston, Herts, VCH, Hers., vol. 3, pp. 320-21 citing C 1/27/37; John was of age by 1464 when he pros-
ecuted his grandfather's feoffee over Netherhall. No precise reference to John being a ward of Ardern has 
been found but it seems likely he was because of Ardern's references to this manor in his will (see n. 35). 
For the Bohuns, see CP, vol. 2, pp. 201-02. 
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De consolatione, which also contained 'the boke of huntyng'. John Skrene, 'my son', 
received 'a peir of cureys complete with legharneyse therto', 'my best batell axe, 
myn owne doblett of defence, my best salett', any of which may have done John 
service at Tewkesbury field. Clearly the young man was energetic and keen on his 
military training. Ardern also had hopes he might take to the law like his great-
grandfather for he also left him 

myn owne pair of olde statutez with the registre and the newe to bee therin, my new 
statutez and a boke of termes of parchemyn, and a goode boke compiled of lawe with 
a yalowe leddir coveryng, ... a gret boke of lawe of termes of Second Edward in 
parchemayn, a grete booke of grammer with the Sege of Troy borded, a gret boke 
callid Catholicon bordid, and a goode newe bounden fair litle booke compiled of 
assisez. 

The grammar book and the Catholicon, a dictionary, were obviously intended to 
improve the boy's Latin. To help him remember his prayers, Ardern left him `myn 
owne best corall bedys'. His ward, Thomas Bibbesworth, was to have his own mar-
riage `quyte ageyn all my executours and all other', a bed embroidered with orange 
trees, three law books, a sallet with gorget, and a good battle axe. Robert 
Bibbesworth was to have L20 from the £40 Ardern had received to support the 
boy, and it was to be taken from the profits of the Bibbesworth and Skrene lands 
he had in keeping; Robert also received some bedding and some law books. 
Ardern's daughter, Elizabeth Skrene, was left a whole bed of satin 'paled' red and 
black and embroidered with white 'palmes' as well as other bedding, various pieces 
of silver including certain cups described as hers, which she presumably used every 
day, her christening cup and other tableware such as spoons and carving knives. 
She also received a massbook and furnishing for a chapel including a corporas of 
purple velvet embroidered with IHS within a circle and an altar cloth of white 
`with leves and floures of damask werk and gelofers steyned' as well as a primer 
covered with red velvet, a good psalter and a good carpet. The Skrene couple were 
thus well set up with rich goods by Ardern.33  Ardern's brother Thomas, rector of 
Much Haddon, Hertfordshire, and a canon of St Paul's, and his nephew, Sir Guy 
Ardern, were remembered, as well as Thomas Hotham, vicar of Latton. Latton 
church received vestments. His executors were his wife, Dame Katherine (princi-
pal), his brother Thomas Ardern, Brian Roucliffe, Baron of the Exchequer, 
William Essex, Remembrancer of the Exchequer, Thomas Hotham, and Stephen 
Hellard, a chaplain and presumably Ardern's personal chaplain. The lands he called 
`his' in his will were in fact mainly those he held during several minorities. First of 
all, his debts were paid off from the profits of these lands and from the sale of his 

33  Ardern's will, PROB 11/5, ff. 149v-51; sealed 20 Feb. and proved to July 1467; thorn has been mod-
ernised. It is exceptionally detailed about his chattels: his wife, Dame Katherine, received the 'best' of every 
item he listed and his Legends of the Saints and Bonaventure's Life of Christ both in English. Summarized, 
Test. Ebor., vol. 4, pp. 102-03n. Ardern also mentioned a neice, Margaret Newport, left an ivory 'table' 
with the Salutation of Our Lady in silver and gilt enamelled on the plate, who may be related to the 
Barleys, relatives of Bibbesworth, Morant, Essex, vol. t, pp. 421, 423. 
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own lands in the Forest of Galtres, Yorkshire. His wife was to have a life estate in 
his manor of `Enfeld', held for a ward, with remainders to his daughters if there 
were no heirs.34  His manor of Netherhall in Gilston parish in the hundred of 
Braughing, Hertfordshire, owned by his ward, John Bohun, was to pay for certain 
things and then the profits to be used by his wife to endow a chantry in Latton.35  
If his wife remarried she was not to enjoy the profits of his wards' lands during 
their minorities. The manor of Latton Merks was also to pass in due course to his 
daughters, Anne and Elizabeth.36  Ardern died 2 June 1467 and was buried in the 
chapel of Holy Trinity and the Virgin Mary in Latton church. He had obtained a 
licence to found a chantry there before his death and his epitaph which hung in 
the church until the eighteenth century recorded that he had built the chapel. His 
altar tomb in the wall between the church and the chapel to the east of the high 
altar was decorated with leaves and the letters PA & K for himself and his wife 
Katherine; a fine brass commemorated him and his wife and their arms. The elab-
orate mural and stained glass decoration of the entire church, including a depic-
tion of the judge and his wife, was in keeping with the elaborate details of his will. 
37  There they were later joined by Elizabeth and her second husband, Richard 
Harper.38  

It is likely that Skrene moved to the household of John de la Pole and Elizabeth 
Plantagenet, Duke and Duchess of Suffolk, with or without his young wife, on 
the death of Sir Peter. He was more or less of an age with the duke of Gloucester, 
brother of the duchess, and perhaps a little younger than his two first cousins once 
removed, James and Edward Tyrell, son of William Tyrell of Gipping, who may 
well have been in the same household. William Tyrell, executed for treason in 1462, 

34  Presumably the property of John Enfeld, see n. 28 above. 
35  Called 'Overall in Gedalston' in Ardern's will. His wife was to see that it was disposed of correctly 

i.e. to John Bohun, for whom see n. 32; CP has John Bohun alive 1488 and dead by 26 Ap. 1494, vol. 2, 
p. zol. John Bohun's daughter, Ursula, and her husband Sir Robert Southwell sold the manor in 1494, 
VCH, Hen, vol. 3, pp. 320-21. Anne was alive in 1501, see n. 36. 

36  On 25 June 1467 the feoffees were licensed to grant the manor of Merk Hall alias Latton Merk to 
Katherine Ardern and the heirs of Peter and herself, with remainders to Anne wife of John Bohun and 
Elizabeth wife of John Skrene; on the failure of all heirs the feoffees were to nominate a grantee, CPR 
140-7, p. 23. Elizabeth apparently sold her interest to her sister, for in 1501 Anne Bohun sold the manor 
to Sir John Shaa, VCH, Essex, vol. 8, p. 189. 

37  For the chantry Morant, Essex, vol. 2, p. 489; Richard Gough, Sepulchral Monuments in Great Britain 
..., pt 2, The Fifteenth Century, London 1796, p. 216-17 and pls 85, 86; C.E. Johnston, Arderne's chantry 
at Latton, Essex', Home Counties Magazine, vol. 4 (1902), pp. 222-24, who identifies the second brass in 
the chapel as Elizabeth Ardern and her second husband Richard Harper; and a recent interpretation of 
the subjects of the murals, which may have been continued by the Ardern daughters, M. Naydenova-Slade, 
`Late medieval Holy Kinship impages and family commemoration: the evidence from Thornhill, West 
Yorkshire and Latton, Essex', Memory and Commemoration in Medieval England. Proceedings of the 2008 
Harlaxton Symposium, ed C. Barron and C. Burgess, Harlaxton Medieval Studies, Donington 2010, 
pp. 226-33. 

38  Brass, see Gough cited above, n. 37, and H.W. Macklin, The Brasses ofEnglana 2nd ed. London 5907, 
p. 176; Macklin ascribes the second brass to John and Anne Bohun as does Gough, p. 222, but the heraldry 
supports the identification by Johnston (see n. 37). 
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had been part of the de la Pole affinity, as was his younger brother, William Tyrell 
of Beeches (d. 1471?), and it would have been natural for his sons to gravitate 
towards the household of the second duke of Suffolk and his wife, Elizabeth, sister 
of the new Yorkist king. This Yorkist connection probably ameliorated the tensions 
of the divided loyalties caused by the dynastic quarrel and the execution of their 
father. Certainly James was to become a devoted servant of the house of York and 
in particular of Richard Duke of Gloucester. James had been made the ward of the 
duchess of York after his father's death, and the duchess placed him first in the care 
of his mother. He could have met Gloucester through the duchess of York or later 
through the de la Pole household. By December 1469 James, the fourth of five 
sons, was probably the heir and was married to a daughter of Sir John Arundell of 
Llanherne;39  Edward, it can be suggested, was the youngest of the brothers and 
remained in the de la Pole household until the end of 1474 at least.4° Gipping was 
only twelve miles from Wingfield, the main home of the de la Poles. 

Skrene's youthful military enthusiasm and his place in the de la Pole household 
were probably what led him to take part in the Barnet-Tewkesbury campaign. The 
duke of Suffolk supported his brother-in-law, Edward IV, in 1471, although the 
earl of Oxford and his brother had been busy raising support for Henry VI in the 
area. Skrene was knighted after Tewkesbury by Edward IV along with James Tyrell, 
and Edward Woodhouse another friend.41  Skrene thus entered a select group of 
Yorkist supporters blooded in the Yorkist cause of which Richard of Gloucester 
was another. Gloucester was concerned to establish a chantry for some of those 
who had died in that campaign, a fact that illuminates the foundation of the 
Skrene chantry. Skrene's more personal friends, wealthy young men like himself, 
can only be guessed, apart from his great friend Thomas Bibbesworth, who was 

39  A marriage arranged by Sir John Arundell and his znd wife Katherine Chideock the mother of Anne, 
and Margaret Darcy the mother of James, ex info Dr Hannes Kleineke who kindly supplied a summary 
of the marriage contract of i Aug. 1469 which suggests James was still a minor. 

4° The pedigree of the Tyrells of Gipping has been debated. W.E. Hampton, 'Sir James Tyrell: with 
some notes on the Austin Friars London and those buried there', Richard III, Crown and People, ed J. Petre, 
London 1985, pp. 203-04, 212-13, and n. 4, makes James the fourth son and notes heraldic evidence in 
support of this cited by P.J. Turner, The chapel of St Nicholas Gipping', Trans. of the Suffolk Institute of 
Natural History and Archaeolgy, vol. 20 (1930), pp. 27o-79. This is endorsed by J.H. Tyrrell, A Genealogical 
History of the Tyrrells ..., Twickenham 1904, p. 121. The visitations ( Visitations of Essex 1552-1634, ed. W.C. 
Metcalfe, Harleian Society, vol. 13 (1878), p. 110 ff. and The Visitation of Suffolk1561 by Walter Hervey, ed. 
Joan Corder, Harleian Society, ns vols 2, 3 (1981,1984), pt r) do not include Edward, and the other sources 
(here cited) tend to put Edward in first place, but this seems contradicted by James' marriage. Thomas is 
also variably placed, but see A.F. Sutton and P.W. Hammond, The Coronation of Richard III, Gloucester 
1983, p. 407, for the doubt that Thomas survived past 1475 at the latest. Commons1421-61: William Tyrell 
I (ex. 1462) and William Tyrell II of Beeches (d. 1471?), his brother, by C. Moreton, forthcoming. 

41  VCH, The County of Suffolk, ed. W, Page, vol. 2, London 1907, p. 177. W.C. Metcalfe, A Book of 
Knights Banneret, Knights of the Bath and Knights Bachelor, London 1885, p. 3, miswritten as Skerne and 
without his Christian name. The list derives from the Paston Letters and Papers of the Fifteenth Century, ed. 
N. Davies, 2 vols, Oxford 1971, 1976, vol. 2, p. 594, and Davies rightly queries in the index whether this 
should read `Skerne'. John Skrene should not be confused with John Skerne of Oxford's household in 
146os and in the Letters. 
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to be left his entire estate, and Edward Woodhouse, and of course his first cousin 
once removed, James Tyrell of Gipping, and others of the large Tyrell clan of Essex, 
some of whom held lands near his own widely scattered acres. Among older men 
whom Skrene certainly knew was his future executor, Sir Robert Chamberlayn of 
Gedding (1435-90, who played a significant role during the campaign of1470-71, 
shared Edward IV's and Gloucester's exile, and was one of the men who undertook 
to reconnoitre the Norfolk coast to see if Edward might land there with his forces 
on the return journey. Chamberlayn was a servant of the crown by 1462, knight 
of the king's body since 1468, and, once the resettlement was underway, he became 
steward of Gloucester's lands in East Anglia.42  The Chamberlayns and Skrenes 
seem to have known each other a long while as Robert's father, Sir Roger, was 
involved in Ardern's efforts to restore his ward's title to the manor of Onehouse 
(see below). Edward Woodhouse, Skrene's other executor, was not necessarily 
much older than John Skrene as he had succeeded his father, Henry Woodhouse, 
in 1465. The family was a recent one, like the Skrenes — and unlike the ancient clan 
of Tyrell — although it soon acquired pretensions to a far longer line of descent, 
and was settled at Kimberley in Forehoe Hundred, Norfolk. The Woodhouses 
were also closely tied to the de la Poles.43  

A close involvement and interest by Gloucester and his council, as well as by 
the duke of Suffolk and his council, in the affairs of the Tyrell family, can be sug-
gested. At this time Sir Thomas Tyrell of Heron in East Horndon was the most 
senior representative of the family. He was active on behalf of those of his relatives 
who had backed the opponents of Edward IV in the recent struggle for power, 
such as his own son-in-law, John Darcy (whose manor ofTolleshunt Darcy passed 
briefly to Richard of Gloucester) and Sir John Marney, his brother-in-law. In both 
of these endeavours Gloucester acted as a benevolent lord.44  

In what almost seems a moment of premonition on 1 August 1474, Sir John 
granted to Sir Robert Chamberlayn and Sir Edward Woodhouse, his future execu-
tors, and to Thomas Bibbesworth, his future legatee, all his manors and lands in 
the counties of Essex, Hertford, Cambridge and Suffolk, and all the lands inher-
ited on the death of his father. They would presumably have held to the use of his 
will.45  Four months later he was dead in a brawl at Westhorpe, Suffolk, a manor 

42  J. Wedgwood, ed., History of Parliament. Biographies of the Members of the Commons 1439-1509, 
London 1936: Chamberlayn. A.F. Sutton, 'Richard of Gloucester's lands in East Anglia', Richard III and 
East Anglia, pp. 16,18, S. Cunningham, 'The last Yorkist rebellion', in the same, pp. 73, 81, and EP. Barnard, 
ed., Edward IV's French Expedition of1475, Oxford 1925, pp. 99-101. 

43  Woodhouse married (1) a daughter of Sir John Tyrell and (2) Jane, daughter of Edmund Swathyng 
of Letton; alive 1473; his heir was Thomas knighted at the marriage of Prince Arthur. Blomefield, Norfolk, 
VOL 2, pp. 549-5o. For his grandfather, Commons1386-1421, vol. 4, pp. 885-87: John Wodehouse (d. 1431). 

44  See Commons 1421-61: Sir Thomas Tyrell, by C. Moreton, forthcoming. CPR/467-77, pp. 344-45, 
for Gloucester facilitating the passage of the Marney lands to Tyrell's safe-keeping  in 1472. In 1475 
Gloucester agreed to the return of Darcy's lands, Sutton, 'Richard of Gloucester's lands in East Anglia', p. 
25, citing Rolls of Parliament, vol. 6, pp. 131-32. 

45  CatAD, vol. 3, C3282; interestingly, this is a copy on paper. 
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of the de la Poles,46  provoked by himself. On Sunday, 4 December, two days 
before the feast of St Nicholas Bishop, he insulted Edward Tyrell and attacked him 
with his sword and wounded him. He failed to observe the latdaggar' held by 
Edward and was wounded in his left breast so badly that he died of it.47  He had 
time, however, to draw up his will, and presumably shrive his soul. He was approx-
imately twenty-four years old. Edward Tyrell was described in his pardon as of 
Westhorpe esquire and also late of Wingfield, Suffolk, the main dwelling of the de 
la Poles. Were Skrene and Tyrell practising their arms illicitly on a Sunday, as 
young men affiliated to the de la Pole household? At all events, it was regarded as 
an unfortunate accident and not a premeditated crime and Edward Tyrell received 
the king's pardon for the 'murder' dated 13 June 1475.48  His subsequent career is 
not known. 

An admonition from his confessor at his deathbed — it was his anger which had 
caused his death — may have encouraged Sir John's very specific request to St 
Michael Archangel, all the archangels and angels, St Peter, all the martyrs of 
Heaven, naming Saints George, Denis and Thomas of Canterbury, and all the 
holy virgins, naming Saints Katherine, Margaret and Barbara, that they beseech 
Our Lord to receive his soul in the everlasting tabernacle of 'his ioyfull court of 
heven'. This also sounds like a statement of Englishness, with George, Thomas, 
and Denis, the last for France as part of the English king's rightful domain which 
Edward IV was planning to recover in a few months time, taking young and 
hopeful knights like Skrene with him. Sir John asked for burial in the church of 
Writtle and left the high altar `myn harneys for my body with my coket', and the 
works of the church were to benefit from the sale of his grey horse and steel saddle. 
He wanted to establish a perpetual chantry in the church of Roxwell to pray for 
the souls of himself, his parents and ancestors, benefactors and friends. In fact the 
small chapel of Roxwell was passed over by his executors in preference for the 
parish church of Writtle where he was buried; it was endowed with 'The Stane', 
probably to be identified as Stonehill Farm.49  He gave his wife, Elizabeth 'in sted 
of her dower' his manor of Roxwell, and after her death it was to go to his friend, 
Thomas Bibbesworth, along with all his other lands, except for the rent of one 
half year. He made special provision for certain servants: Ralph Sale, Edward 
Ame, Richard Blackhall, Christopher and Geoffrey Piper (of whom the former 
was in Ardern's will), Robert Wolston, John Cokerell, Richard Golde, William 

46  Manor of Westhorpe in the parish of the same name in Hartismere Hundred, held by the duke of 
Suffolk from about 1419, Copinger, Manors of Suffolk, vol. 3, pp. 325-27, esp. p. 327. 

47  Coroner's inquest, TNA, PRO, KB 9/340, m. 91, dated Thursday 27 Jan. 1475, before Roger 
Timperley at Westhorpe, Suffolk; delivered into King's Bench by Thomas Billing in Michaelmas term. 

48  For Edward see n. 4o above. CPR 1467-77, p. 482. 

49  Worth £912s 6d p.a., I.H. leaves, 'The Writtle chantries', EAS, ns vol. 14 (1917), pp. 164-65, suggests 
plausibly that the Stane chantry is that of Skrene. All Saints Writtle is one of the largest churches in Essex 
and still has many brasses but none linked to any Skrene; St Michael and All Angels, Roxwell, has been 
entirely rebuilt but the village still has houses called Skreens and Dukes and Little Dukes, see N. Pevsner, 
Essex, latest ed. 
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Mandreigh and William Denys. These men were to receive 4os each for their lives 
out of the profits of his lands, except for the manor of Roxwell granted to his wife; 
each man was to have 'a writing' and right of distraint. Richard Blakhall and the 
two Pipers were to have his movables and cattle and household stuff at Roxwell, 
except for two cups. A goblet was to go to 'my lord John of Pole', the young Earl 
of Lincoln, then aged about 12 years, and 'a notte gilt with an hande' was to go to 
`my lord Edmunde of Pole' aged then about two years. Their father, the duke of 
Suffolk was to have his black horse. The residue of his goods were to be disposed 
for his soul by his executors, who were Sir Robert Chamberlayn and Sir Edward 
Woodhouse. He died on Sunday 4 December, the day of the brawl. Probate was 
only received by Sir Edward on 6 June 1475, with a reservation for the absent 
Chamberlayn who was in France serving his king with twelve men at arms and a 
hundred archers.5° Many events had taken place before probate was granted. 

Writs of diem clausit extremum had gone out only six days after his death 
on io December, to the escheators of Essex and Hertfordshire, Suffolk and 
Cambridgeshire, ordering inquiry into the estates Skrene held of the king. This 
was superseded, however, in an unusual way by a commission of 24 January 1475 
headed by Sir Roger Ree, Sir Robert Chamberlain, Sir James Tyrell and Sir John 
Doreward to take the lands into the king's hands. The inclusion of Chamberlayn, 
steward of the duke of Gloucester (as well as an executor), and Tyrell, already 
associated with the duke's household, and the ignoring of the eschaetors, suggests 
the duke of Gloucester was already taking a close interest and that problems were 
foreseen for an estate which lacked an obvious heir.5' Sir Robert Chamberlayn, as 
executor, had a complex task. He and Sir James Tyrell conducted the inquests post 
mortem under writs directed to them along with Sir Roger Ree52  and Sir John 
Doreward.53  Ree sat on only one of the inquests and Doreward not at all, but both 
men were stalwart Yorkist servants: both had been in service of Richard Duke of 
York, and Ree was probably in exile with Edward IV 147o-71, along with 
Chamberlayn. The several inquests had Chamberlayn and Tyrell riding hard over 
East Anglia in late February 1475. They were at Ingatestone, Essex, on zo February 
for an inquest on Skrene's many properties in that county; two days later (22m1) 
they were at Woolpit, Suffolk, for an inquest on his lands in that county; then on 
to Babraham (on the Cambridge to Colchester road), in Cambridgeshire, on 
Friday 24 February to hear the inquest concerning Olmstead manor, with a 

5° Skrene, PROB 11/6, f. 138. Chamberlayn, Barnard, French Expedition, pp. 99-101. 
51  CFR /47/-85, p. 83. CPR/467-77,  P. 492, 24Jan. 1474. I am grateful for Dr James Ross's comments 

on this procedure: the escheators were John Timperley junior (Suff.), John Shucburgh (Essex and Herts.) 
and Thomas Swanne (Cambs.). 

52  Sir Roger Ree, 143o-76, of Woodham Ferrers, Essex; usher of the king's chamber 1461-76 after 
service with Richard of York; probably in exile with Edward IV; sheriff of Essex and Herts 1464-63, 1471— 
72 and of Norfolk and Suffolk 5468-69 and 1472-73. Wedgwood: Ree. 

53  Sir John Doreward of Bocking, Essex; served Richard Duke of York and with his father was made 
steward of Rayleigh and bailiff of the hundred of Rochford, Essex; knighted at coronation of Elizabeth 
Woodville; died 12 Sept. 1476. Wedgwood: Doreward. 
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mention of the rights held by Richard, Duke of Gloucester, of which the jury 
knew no details; and so to Ware, Hertfordshire, on Saturday 25 February, for the 
lands in that county. There was yet another inquest carried out on 17 October 1475 

at Stowmarket before John Timperley junior esquire, presumably to iron out com-
plexities thrown up during the chancery investigations." These were extensive. 
The several juries had been in no doubt that Skrene had no immediate heirs, but 
many persons had decided to put forward claims, however dubious, and all the 
overlords of individual manors and tenements petitioned chancery concerning 
their rights which the king's escheators had seized. The attorneys of the abbots of 
Westminster and Waltham Holy Cross, the bishop of Ely, the duke of Suffolk and 
the duchess of Buckingham, among others, no doubt including the duke of 
Gloucester as lord of Castle Camps, were busy from early March.55  Family 
claimants for a share of the estate were the descendants of Serjeant Skrene's two 
sisters: Isabel's son, Richard Ayston, who was still alive and the most senior of the 
family-claimants; and Cristiana's great grandaughter, Cristian Colton, and great 
grandson, John Clerk. Edward Lemsey, grandson of the brother of the serjeant's 
wife, Alice Rickhill, put in an optimistic claim. Philippa, mother of the dead 
knight, may have had to fight for her dower through her brother, Thomas 
Hampden, and Thomas Tyrell, brother of the knight's grandmother, also made a 
claim.56  Thomas Bibbesworth, Skrene's legatee, was lost among the crowd. 

The one chancery case which survives in part was under consideration from 
about June to September, and probably into October 1475; it concerned the manor 
of Onehouse, a manor in Great Finborough parish, but it lacks a judgement. Five 
persons advanced their claims against each other, the original bill having been 'put 
in' by Thomas Bibbesworth against the surviving feoffees of the manor, William 
Essex, King's Remembrancer at the Exchequer, and Richard Pernell, already men-
tioned as an attorney associated with Peter Ardern; there were additional allega-
tions that Sir John had never made a will and that Bibbesworth was withholding 
the deeds of the property with which Sir John had entrusted him. The surviving 
bills and answers show that Bibbesworth claimed as Sir John's legatee and another 
strong claimant was Richard Ayston, son of Isabel, sister of Serjeant Skrene. Sir 

" TNA, PRO, C 14o/5o/42, to docs 1-1o; no to for Stowmarket in October 1475 is detailed but much 
faded. His lands are summarised Cal. IPM HV-RIII, vol. 4, pp. 368-69 no. 42: Cambridgeshire: manor of 
`01mestedehall'; Suffolk: manors of Chambers, Great Finborough, Onehouse and Cantelowes (the last 
was held from the de la Pole manor of Benhall in Plomesgate Hundred, held by Alice Chaucer, Duchess 
of Suffolk, until her death in 1476, Copinger, Manors of Suffolk, vol. 5, p. 102); Hertfordshire: two mes-
suages called Bromes in Shephall and Bromesend in Stevenage, and the manors of Halfhide and 
Holmeleys; Essex: manors of Chambers in Epping (hetd from the manor of Waltham), Skrenes, Dukes, 
Mounteneys and Roxwell, Writtle, Mulsham, Longhouse and Caunes, and a long list of tenements and 
lands in Stanford Rivers, Ongar, Matching, Bobbingworth, Stapleford, Chaldwell, Orsett Tany, West and 
East Tilbury, 'Shelly', Little Thurrock and Chipping Ongar. Richard Pernell delivered most of the inquests 
to chancery. 

55  Several of these claims survive on Sir John Skrene's ipm file. The claim by Gloucester does not 
survive. 

56  See n. 23 above and the chancery case over Onehouse below. 
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John's widow, Elizabeth, also made claims, presumably for the manor to be 
included in her dower, and she considered that the expenses her father had 
incurred to regain the manor for Skrene while he was a child supported her claim. 
Less obvious claimants were Thomas Hampden, apparently claiming for himself, 
rather than on behalf of his sister, Philippa, mother of the knight, whom he did 
not mention as either alive or dead, and last Edward Lemsey, claiming as grandson 
of William Rickhill, brother of Agnes, wife of Serjeant Skrene.57  It seems likely 
that it was Ayston who was awarded the manor. 

As regards the entire estate, two general and unspecific licences were issued: on 
22 May 1476, Richard Ayston of Colchester, the nephew of the Serjeant, was 
licensed to enter all manors and lands 'which should descend to him on death of 
the said [Sir] John or any ancestor of the latter';58  and over a year later, on 20 June 
1477 the claims of the descendants of the serjeant's other sister were recognised and 
John Clerk and Cristiana Colton, treated as a pair, were licensed to enter the prop-
erties of Sir John Skrene, Alice Strange, or any other ancestor of Sir John which 
should descend to them.59  Their share certainly included the manor of Mulsham, 
which Clerk then sold to Sir Thomas Montgomery. The new inheritors were 
unlikely to have found it easy to cope with their good fortune, they were outsiders, 
some possibly from Ireland, and Ayston must have been about seventy years old; 
so inevitably they wanted to sell. The great men of Essex promptly descended 
upon the new heirs, notably Sir Thomas Montgomery and his relatives, such as 
Thomas Green. They busily bought out collateral interests and the new owners.6° 

57  TNA, PRO, C 1155/159-69; addressed variously to the bishop of Lincoln and Rochester which sug-
gests a date 1475-76 for the case including the brief term of Alcock, bishop of Rochester, as chancellor 
June-Sept. 1475 in the middle of Rotherham's term while bishop of Lincoln 1472-80; one endorsement 
refers to Michaelmas term 1475 and Hilary term 1476. The statements of Elizabeth and Bibbesworth give 
additional, but conflicting, information about the fate of the manor during Skrene's minority and the 
activities of Peter Ardern to recover it for his ward, nos. 165-67. Sir Roger Chamberlayn (the father of Sir 
Robert) is mentioned as a 'friend' of Skrene and associate of Ardern in his activities, and feoffee of the 
manor. Copinger, Manors of Suffolk, vol. 6, pp. 217-18, knows little except that it passed eventually to Sir 
Robert Drury. 

58  CPR1467-77, p. 594. 
59  CPR/477-85, p. 58. 
60  The negotiations ran from 1477: 12 Jan 1477 from John Cornyssh, William Drayton and Thomas 

Garth to William Lord Hastings, Sir Ralph Hastings, John and Robert Morton and Gregory Marleburgh 
and their heirs and assigns, all the manors and lands in Writtle, Roxwell, 'Newland' and 'Shellow' lately 
belong to Sir John Skrene, which lands Cornish and the others recovered in Trinity last against John Clerk 
and Christina Colton; they appoint William Timperley their attorney to deliver seisin. Witnessed by Sir 
Thomas Montgomery and others, CCR/476-85, no 301, also cited Morant, Essex, vol. 2, p. 70; 55 Jan. 5477 
Anne Duchess of Buckingham ratified this demise, reserving certain rents, etc 'as of old due', with warranty 
against the abbot of Westminster, ibid., no 302; and in 1478 Thomas Green and Robert Tyrell acquired the 
manor of Mulsham Hall by fine from Richard Harper and Elizabeth his wife, late wife of Sir John Skrene; 
sum mentioned 200 marks, Essex Feet of Fines, vol. 4, p. 76, no. 115; and on 25 June 1482 John Clerk and 
his wife, Christina, sold the manors of Mulsham, 'Brayhams and Warrokys' by a fine to Geoffrey Younge 
and John Rampston [attorneys also to be found in Olmstead deeds] in trust for Sir Thomas Montgomery 
for the use of his second wife's son by her former husband, ie Roland Blount, 2nd son of Lora, wife of Sir 
Thomas and widow of Sir John Blount, Morant, Essex, vol. 2, p. 97 (not in Essex  Feet ofFines). 
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Dame Elizabeth, an heiress in her own right as the daughter of Ardern and after 
the death of her mother, was, of course, entitled to her dower. She seems to have 
speedily remarried Richard Harper, who was of a Staffordshire family in the 
service of the dukes of Buckingham and now settled in Essex; he was the duke's 
receiver-general by the late 147os or early 148os.6' The Harpers appear to have 
bought out certain interests and perhaps took some advantageous leases, to judge 
by the properties that passed to her Harper sons and relatives: the manors or mes-
suages of Berwicks and Caunes in Stanford Rivers, the manor of Chambers, with 
all their several appurtenances, some held from the duke of Buckingham; they 
also gained the five messuages called Series, Ashwell, Roys, Swannewyke and 
Whelers with wide acres in Roxwell, as well as the lordship of Writtle.62  Most 
happily, the Chertseys who had sensibly retained remainder rights in manors sold 
to Serjeant Skrene now received back their old lands in Hertfordshire.63  Skrene's 
personal legatee, Thomas Bibbesworth, seems to have received none of the land, 
but it may well be that he preferred to take financial compensation from the other 
beneficiaries. 

The Manor of Olmstead Hall and Queens' College 

We come at last to the property which passed to Queens' College. While the other 
claimants were marshalling their evidences, certain decisions must have been made 
in the duke of Gloucester's council, for example that Sir James Tyrell would act 
with the main executor, Sir Robert Chamberlayn, in holding the inquests post 
mortem, and that William Hopton esquire, another important man of Richard's 
household, was also to play a major role. Chamberlayn, Tyrell and Hopton were 
all local men, and the last two were to be active in the grants to Queens' that 
Gloucester made on his own behalf at this time, as was the duke's secretary, John 
Kendale.64  Certain eminent men were also detailed to assist, possibly all feed men 
of Richard's council: Humphrey Starky, recorder of London, not a local man like 
the lawyers, John Sulyard and William Allington, who can be taken as representing 
local knowledge as they came from Suffolk and Cambridgeshire respectively. 
Sulyard was also the nephew of William Hopton's step-mother, and probably 
enjoyed de la Pole patronage.65  Apart from the comparatively minor decision to 
move Skrene's proposed chantry at Roxwell to the more prominent church of 

61  He continued in this office under Richard III, British Library Harleian MS 433, ed. R. Horrox and 
P. Hammond, 4 vols, London and Upminster 1979-83, vol. 2, p. 55, and for Margaret Beaufort until his 
death in 1492, C. Rawcliffe, The Staff 	Earls ofStaffird and Dukes of Buckingham, Cambridge 1978, pp. 
81-82, 199, 201, 205, 215, 216, 222. 

62  Stanford Rivers property descended to Elizabeth's son by Harper, another Richard (d. 1507), VCH, 
. Essex, vol. 4, p. 213. As did the manor of Chambers, Morant, Essex, vol. 1, p. 5o. See also nn. 84, 85 below. 

63  TNA, PRO, C 140/50/42 nos 6, 8. VCH, Hert., vol. 3, pp. 143. 
" Searle, Queens; vol. I, p. 87-92. 
65  Wedgwood: Allington. Starkey was recorder of London 1471-83, Foss, Judges ofEngland Sulyard was 

regularly a JP in East Anglia, and see C. Richmond, John Hopton, Cambridge 1981, pp. 241, 245-46, 
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Writtle, at some point someone decided that the estate could afford a larger 
chantry at Queens' College. Supporters of this endowment may have included 
Thomas Barowe, appointed rector of Castle Camps by Richard in October 1471 
and later to be a key figure in the endowment of the University, as well as the Tyrell 
family in a spirit of expiation. The lawyers no doubt advised at an early stage that 
the estate had to accommodate the several claims of relatives and that it was 
unlikely that the estate would fall entirely to an outsider, however much Skrene 
had wished for this in his will — but nevertheless Bibbesworth would have to be 
compensated. The residue of the estate had after all been specified by Sir John for 
the benefit of his soul and the executors had discretion in such matters. At some 
early point Andrew Doket would also have been told of the planned bequest with 
its chantry duties, and two fellows of the college, used to administrative tasks, were 
chosen to undertake the legal work: Ralph Shaa and William Bonde,66  with 
Thomas Lacy, gentleman, who seems to have been a regular legal advisor to Doket. 

The manor of `01mstedehalle' had been bought by Serjeant Skrene and his feof-
fees in 1400 and in 1417 William Olmstead, butcher, released all his rights.67  The 
manor of 'Olmstead Hall' was classified by the Victoria History of the County of 
Cambridge (in 1978) as in that county, but it had been covered by Philip Morant 
in his History of Essex in 1768. He described the manor and the ancient moated 
hall as in the most northerly part of the parish of Bumpstead Helion, in the Essex 
half-hundred of Froshwell near Castle Camps and Ashdon. The manor lay mainly 
in these last two parishes, according to him, and 'it was for a considerable time a 
Hamlet by itself, and in Castle Camps; though styled the village of Olmsted in 
Bumpsted'. It was part of the de Vere lordship of Bumpstead Hall or Castle Camps 
and derived its name from the tenant family of Olmstead. Morant knew that it 
had belonged to Queens' College 'for several years' but did not venture to say how 
or why.68  Serjeant Skrene bestowed the manor on his son, Thomas, who held it 
until his death in 1466.69  As described above, it then passed to Sir John Skrene. 
Once the decision was made to create an additional chantry for the dead man at 
Queens' College — and it is here suggested that that decision was largely made by 
the executors and the council of Richard Duke of Gloucester, as lord of Castle 

" Barowe, A.B. Emden, A Biographical Register of the University of Cambridge to 1500, Cambridge 1963, 
pp. 40-41. Shaa: variously spelt Shawe and Shaa, the latter being  the usual spelling  for his brother, Edmund 
Shaa, goldsmith of London;  he was to be the preacher who explained Richard's title to the throne in 1483  
at St Paul's Cross; Bonde was to be executor of another fellow, Thomas Duffield, who made a bequest to 
the college, Searle, Queens', vol. t, pp. 94-95. Both men were parties to several college deeds, ibid., p. toz. 
Bonde became rector of Stikney, Lincs., d. by Dec. 1487, and Shaa, canon of St Paul's, Ripon, etc, d. 1484, 
Emden, Cambridge to, pp. 72, 519-2o. 

67  Fine, TNA, PRO, CP/25/1/30/9z, no. 4, and see n. it above. The butcher quitclaimed the manor on 
24 May 1417  to the two William Skrenes, elder and younger, Thomas Skrene, Margaret Skrene and John 
Skrene [the three childern of the elder and John, the son of William the younger], their heirs and assigns, 
once of John de Olmestede the elder, son of William, son of Maurice, etc, CCR1413-1-9, p. 438;  cited VCH, 
Cambridgeshire, vol. 6, p. 41 nn. 49, 5o. 

Morant, Essex, vol. 2, p. 532, did not connect it to the Skrenes. 
VCH, Cambridgeshire, p. 41, citing  C 140/20/25  no 5; C 139/145 nos 5, 6. 
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Camps — certain legal processes were undertaken to secure the college's title and 
the majority of the documents, including those bearing Richard of Gloucester's 
signature and seal (figures 1, 2), remain in the College archives which are now 
deposited in Cambridge University Library. 

As early as 13 March 1475, only three months after Skrene's death, Richard of 
Gloucester sealed and signed his grant of the manor of `01mestedehalf in 
Cambridgeshire and Essex, which Skrene had held by certain services from his lord-
ship of Castle Camps, to Sir Robert Chamberlayn for his life, and John Parker, a 
local tenant, was deputed to act as Gloucester's attorney and deliver seisin to 
Chamberlayn. The document was written and signed by the duke's secretary, John 
Kendale, who also put his abbreviated first name with his simple device on the tag 
bearing the duke's seal (figure 1). On the same day Chamberlayn appointed John 
Parker and John Stevyn as his attorneys to act in his name and that of the most 
excellent prince and lord, Richard, Duke of Gloucester, Constable and Admiral of 
England, to take possession of the said manor.70  The several claimants to Skrene's 
estate had to be persuaded to agree to the plans for Olmstead Hall, and an impor-
tant release of his rights was made by Richard Ayston of Colchester, shearman, to 
Chamberlayn on 3o October 1475, which was about the time the chancery hearing 
finished.71  The rights of John Clerk and Cristiana Colton seem to have taken longer 
to secure, and on 20 August 1477, they too released all their rights in Olmstead Hall 
to William Hopton, the three lawyers, and the clerics Ralph Shaa, William Bonde, 
and John Lacy by a final concord.72  The interests of Elizabeth Skrene and her new 
husband, Richard Harper, were taken care of by a common recovery in Michaelmas 
term 1477 and by a final concord in 1478, for a consideration of £200. These were 
belt and braces precautions against acquisitive claimants.73  

On 24 October 1477 Chamberlayn released all his rights in the property to 
William Hopton, the same three lawyers, and most important, to Andrew Doket, 
Ralph Shaa and William Bonde, clerks, along with Thomas Lacy gentleman.74  It 

70  Both CUL, QC Box 67. 
71  CUL, QC Box 67 no seal; the release also covered the manors of Great Finborough and Cantelowes, 

Suffolk, and the manor of Chambers in Epping. 
72  On 18 Aug. 1477 Geoffrey Young, and John Ramsden were appointed attorneys to deliver seisin to 

William Hopton, the 3 lawyers Stark Sulyard and Allington, with Ralph `Shawe' and William Bonde 
clerks and Thomas Lacy gentleman, of the lordship or manor of `01mestedehall' and all its appurtenances 
in Olmstead, Camps and Bumpstead Helion in Cambs. and Essex for ever. On the same day the same 
men enfeoffed Hopton and the others in the same with 8 local witnesses headed by a Henry Tumour 
esquire at Bumpstead, and the deed was endorsed with the names of others present at the delivery of seisin. 
zo Aug. 1477 Younge and Ramsden in Trin. term 1477 recovered the manor of Olmstead in the towns of 
Bumpstead Helion, Olmstead and Camps against John Clerk and Cristian Colton, kin and heirs of Sir 
John Skrene, recorded rots 354,  356; and released all their rights to Hopton and his same associates for ever. 
All CUL, QC Box 67. 

73  A recovery by Hopton and the others against Richard Harper and Elizabeth his wife, Mich. term 
5477, is noted by J. Biancalana, The Fee Tail and the Common Recovery in Medieval England 1176-1502, 
Cambridge zoos, p. 393. Essex Feet of Fines, vol. 4, p. 77 no. 525. 

74  CUL, QC Box  67, marked 13.74; complete seal. A further release of his rights was made by Richard 
Pernell, gentleman, on the same day, QC Box 76 marked 13.75. 
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then took another three months before Richard of Gloucester, on 'February 1478, 
signed and sealed his letters patent which licensed Hopton, Allington, Starkey, 
Sulyard, Shaa, Bonde and Lacy to grant the manor of `01mestedehall' in the town 
of Camps and Bumpstead Helion in Cambridgeshire and Essex, to Andrew 
Doket, President, and his Fellows reginalis Collegii Sancte Margarete et Sancti 
Bernardi for ever, saving only the rents and services owed to him as lord. The doc-
ument was written and signed by John Kendale who also put `Jno' and his device 
on the tag bearing the duke's sea1.75  (figure a) 

In a last deed of 6 November 1481 Hopton, Starky and Sulyard, the last two now 
serjeants at law (Allington was dead), Ralph Shaa and William Bonde (Lacy was 
dead) granted the manor to Thomas Willtinson,76  John Riplyngham,77  Miles 
Redale, Ralph Songer78  and Gerard Berell, clerks (all fellows), with Thomas 
Huntingdon gentleman and William Thirkell, burgess of Cambridge. Wilkinson, 
Riplyngham and Redale were to hold the manor for ever from the lord. Their 
attorneys to deliver seisin were Martin Dufton and Thomas Preston. The witnesses 
were headed once again by Henry Tumour esquire, presumably a local tenant.79  
The lord was of course still Richard and the president of the college would have 
done homage and paid the fees to him as they fell due. The rights of the de were 
lord were intact when he reclaimed his estates in 1485 and as a consequence he left 
this chantry intact. 

What Happened Afterwards 

Thomas Bibbesworth died childless on 29 September 1485, apparently unmarried, 
and left no surviving will. There is no hint that he was at Bosworth, though his date 
of death is tempting and the connections outlined above might suggest that he 
would have set out to join his king with the de la Poles, summoned by John, Earl 
of Lincoln, the recipient of a cup from Sir John Skrene. He may also have died of 
the sweating sickness that hit England in September.8° The Bibbesworth family was 

75  CUL, QC Box 67. 
76  Wilkinson, probably already a fellow, was in a deed of 1480 with Riplyngham and Songer, who were 

certainly fellows; prebendary of St Peter's and Wilfrid's Ripon; succeeded Doket as President 1484-85; d. 
1511 buried Orpington, Searle, Queens; pp. 104, 105, 126. 

77  Riplyngham was a fellow by 5473 and a fellow of Lady Roos. Robert Riplyngham was his brother 
and presented to Stanford, Berks, and they were sons of William Riplyngham, merchant of Kingston upon 
Hull and Calais. William became a priest of Richard III's foundation and was very active on behalf of the 
college and over the election of Wilkinson 1484-85, Searle, Queens', pp. 79, 101,109. Sutton and Visser-
Fuchs, ` As dear to him as the Trojans"', pp. 125, 128. 

78  Songer was called a fellow in 146os-7os, Searle, Queens', pp. 102, 104. 

79  CUL, QC Box 67, marked 13.76; any impression on seals now gone. An indenture survives between 
Wilkinson and John, Earl of Oxford, witnessing the homage of the former to the earl for `01mestedys', 15 
Nov. 1499 and signed `Oxenford', and another recording that the earl had received £6s 5s for the occupa-
tion of the manor during the time of Doket and the same sum for Wilkinson's own time, Box 67. 

80  Lincoln was with Richard on 1 Aug. and he was reported dead at Bosworth, W.E.A. Moorhen, The 
career of John de la Pole, Earl of Lincoln', The Ricardian, vol. 13 (2003), p. 351. 
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an ancient one, settled at Bibbesworth, Hertfordshire, from at least the time of 
Henry III: (azure, three eagles displayed or). His grandfather, Edmund, had died in 
1446, leaving a large family of five sons and three daughters, and a widow Goditha, 
who did not die until January 1466, holding the manor of Bibbesworth as dower. 
Their son, John, father of Thomas, died II January 1449. The family's manors con-
sisted of Bibbesworth, the moiety of Latton Hall, Saling Hall in the parish of Great 
Saling in Hinckford Hundred, held of the honour of Clare, and Southouse in Great 
Waltham and the Hundred of Chelmsford, held of the duchy of Lancaster. Thomas 
had been born on 7 June 1446 at Kimpton where his father also had lands; he was 
only three years old at his father's death and, as seen, his wardship and marriage 
were bought by Sir Peter Ardern. Whether Ardern also acquired the manor of 
Bibbesworth on the death of his ward's grandmother, Goditha, 6 January 1466, has 
not been discovered. Thomas was declared of age on 23 March 1467 and entered 
his inheritance.81  

Thomas's career followed the same path as his friend, John Skrene, though he 
did not apparently engage in the campaign of 1471. Nor did he apparently receive 
any of Skrene's property, though he may have been financially compensated, and 
like him he died childless. In 1485 his heirs were his cousins: Joan, daughter of his 
father's sister, Joan, wife of Thomas Barley junior, from a large and wealthy Essex 
family; and John Cotes, son of his father's other sister, Agnes, who had married 
Thomas Cotes, an esquire of Hunningham in south Warwickshire.82  Saling Hall 
was allotted to John Cotes who promptly sold it, and Southouse went to Joan and 
Thomas Barley; the manor of Bibbesworth was also assigned to the Barleys and 
passed to their children.83  The Bibbesworths' ancient interest in a moiety of the 
manor of Latton Hall was allotted to John Cotes, who sold it to Richard Harper, 
second husband of Elizabeth Skrene, in 1488-89.84  

81  Edmund Bibbesworth, PROB 	f. 119v, made 20 Feb. 1443 and proved 6 July 1446: he lived at his 
manor of Finchley, Middx, (a purchase?) which was to go to Goditha for life and then be sold to provide 
cash legacies for his children; she was executor with John Pultney esq. and others. Ipm of John 
Bibbesworth, C 139/135/35, held before John Skrene, eschaetor of Essex 13 Feb. 1449; and of Goditha, C 
140/17/22, April 1466. Thomas's proof of age gave evidence of events that coincided with his birth: a bell 
was hung in the church, his uncle killed a hare in the churchyard and a tree was blown down, etc, C 
140/26/59. 

82  W. Dugdale, The Antiquities ofWarwickshire, and ed. 2 vols, London 1730, vol. I, p. 359; his pedigree 
does not entirely square with the details here. For this minor gentry family see also, C. Carpenter, Locality 
and Polity. A Study ofWarwickshire Landed Sociest401-1499, Cambridge 1992, pp. 67, 72, 133-34, 401- 
02, 652. 

83  CFR 461-71, p. 145. His Om, CIPM HVH, vol. r, nos 71, 72: manor of Bibbesworth, Herts; half 
manor of Latton; manor of Great Saling held from Cecily, Duchess of York, as of the honour of Clare; and 
the manor of Southouse in Gt Waltham held of the duchy of Lancaster. Morant, Essex, vol. 2, pp. 86, 410 
gives descents. VCH, Hert., vol. 3, p. 31 (Bibbesworth). 1489 John Knight gentleman and Emelina his wife 
were plaintiffs in fine whereby they acquired for 200 mks the manor of Gt Saling and 6 messuages from 
John Cotes and his wife, Joyce, Essex Feet ofFines, p. 90 no. 36. 

84  16 Dec. 5486 John Cotes made a grant with warranty to Richard Harper and others including 
Andrew Dymmock of a moiety of the manor of Latton with watermill etc, and witnesses included John 
Bohun [brother in law of Harper's wife], Muted Cornburgh [notable local landowner], Humphrey Tyrell 
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Richard Harper, died in 1492, describing himself as an esquire of Epping, and 
chose to be buried in the church of Latton before the image of the Holy Trinity in 
the chancel, where he joined his wife's father, Peter Ardern. His wife was left 'his' 
manors of Latton and Chambers and on her death they were to pass to their son, 
Richard. Of two other blocks of land mentioned by him, one of land in Stanford 
Rivers, Ongar, Matching, Bobbingworth and Stapleford sounds as though it too 
may have been part of the former Skrene estate; this also passed to his son Richard. 
His wife, Dame Elizabeth, was his executor, with William Harper, his brother, and 
his associate in the service of Margaret Beaufort, Sir Reginald Bray.85  Elizabeth 
promptly found herself another lawyer to marry: Andrew Dymmock, of the 
Middle Temple, one time agent for Anthony, Earl Rivers, solicitor general 1485-
97 and third baron of the exchequer 1497-1501, and well known to her second 
husband.86  He died intestate in 1510 and she was the administrator of his estate.87  

Curiosity about the foundation of a chantry at Queens' College fostered by 
Richard of Gloucester has provoked an unexpectedly wide search of documents. 
It has uncovered a world of young men made wards by the early death of their 
fathers and pitch-forked into the household of the man who had 'bought' them, 
and in particular the short career of John Skrene, one of the select few knighted 
after Tewkesbury, who was almost certainly personally known to the duke as a 
young man of the household of his sister Elizabeth, wife of John de la Pole, second 
Duke of Suffolk, and as his own liege man. The early career of Sir James Tyrell has 
also been expanded and a close and long-standing interest in the Tyrell family can 
be suggested for the duke of Gloucester from the late 1460s. Although the com-
plexities of estate matters make tedious reading, they also introduce a few of the 
problems that might come before the council of the duke of Gloucester.88  The 
duke might only hear brief reports which summarised the minutiae and express 
his wishes, but his legal officials and administrators, such as his steward, Sir Robert 

and Richard Congreve [married to Harper's sister], CCR 1485-15oo, no. 333. Recovery of to messuages, a 
mill and several acreages in Latton and a moiety of the manor of Latton, Easter term 5488, Biancalana, Fee 
Tag  pp. 385-86 no. 3. Fine of 1489, Essex Feet of Fines, vol. 4, p. 91 no. 39; Harper's other associates in the 
transactions also included his brother, William. See also Morant, Essex, vol. 2, p. 487. 

85  Richard Harper, PROB 55/9, ff 118v-19v, proved 18 Jan. 5493; he left remainders to his other son, 
John, a nephew Humphrey, son of his brother William, and thereafter to his nephew, Christopher, son of 
his sister, Anne and her husband, Richard Congreve. No ipm survives for him. 

86  Foss, Judges, p. 227. Ives, Common Lawyers, pp. 82, 99. Somerville, Duchy of Lancaster, p. 579. 
87  On 12 October 1510 Elizabeth was pardoned as the widow of Sir John Skrene of Latton, Essex, of 

Richard Harper, and of Andrew Dymmock, Baron of the Exchequer, and as the daughter of Sir Peter 
Ardern, the said Richard Harper having been 'tenant' of part of the lands of John Cotes, kin and heir of 
Thomas Bibbesworth, and 'tenant' of land of Richard Ayston of Colchester Essex, L&P HVIH, vol. 1, 
P. 345 no. 36. 

88  For an insight into the complexities and benefits of negotiation in the law courts and arbitration 
over inheritance of estates, in contrast to the violence frequently mistakenly associated with this period, 
S. Payling, Arbitration, perpetual entails and collateral warranties in late medieval England: a case study', 
The Journal of Legal History, vol. 53 (1992), pp. 32-62, esp. preliminary and concluding comments. 
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Chamberlayn, had to organise the verification of title, decide on the legal strata-
gems to be adopted, and see through the formalities of equity pleading in 
Chancery and the final concords and common recoveries in the courts of common 
law in Westminster Hall, besides meeting with the multitude of attorneys and 
lawyers, local witnesses and the all important clerics of the College which was to 
benefit from the endowment and pray for its benefactor. 

Sadly for Queens' College, this was the only benefaction in which Richard of 
Gloucester took an interest, which survived his death. 
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